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J oseph "Joe" A. Szefler, Jr., age 64, of Lewes, DE passed away on Sunday,

September 13, 2015 at his home. He was born on February 4, 1951 in Bayonne, NJ,
son of the late Joseph A., Sr. and Beatrice (Miller) Szefler.

Joe proudly served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War. Upon his honorable discharge, he
embarked on a lifelong career in sales. He began his career with the Philadelphia Ball & Roller

Bearing Company in Philadelphia, PA where he worked for many years before moving to Lewes,
DE. Here he continued his sales career, first with Lawson Products and later with Erco Ceilings &

Blinds in Harrington from which he retired in 2005.

Joe was a member of the American Legion Post #5 in Rehoboth Beach, DE and the Four Seasons
Motorcycle Club in Wilmington, DE where he was infamously known as "Papa Smurf."

Joe was a die hard Steelers fan and loved going fishing on the Delaware waters. He easily made
friends with everyone and was known for his great sense of humor. His family and friends always
looked forward to his 'joke of the day.' Above all Joe loved his canine companions. They were his

everything.

Joe is survived by his beloved canine companion, Lucy; two nieces: Sandra Szefler of Millsboro,

DE and Sheryl Hayes and her husband Ed, Sr. of Milton, DE; sister-in-law, Connie Szefler of
Millsboro, DE and two good friends, Joe Morris and his wife Amanda and Michelle Elder all of
Lewes, DE.

A Chapel Committal with Military Honors will be held on Friday, September 18, 2015, at 11:00
AM, at Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 2465 Chesapeake City Road, Bear, DE 19701.

Memorial contributions may be made in Joe's memory to the American Legion Post #5, 300 King
Charles Street, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971.
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Please sign Joe's guestbook located on this site.
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KW Ken Whitman posted:

Dear Sandy & Sheryl: Sorry to hear of Joes passing. We were out of town due to a nephews

wedding. Always considered Joe - a friend. Ken & Judi Whitman

September 19 at 8:00 PM

RM Roger & Pj Mcclurg posted:

Papa Smurf was always there with a smile and a kind word. We enjoyed his companionship, and

missed him when he moved away. Although it has been many years since we last saw him, his

passing is deeply felt none the less.

September 17 at 8:00 PM

MO Moonie posted:

fsmc

September 15 at 8:00 PM

NF Nicole Fitzgerald posted:

Im so sorry for your lost,Joe was a great neighbor and friend..

September 15 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joseph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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